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These liberal undertakings by Montluc on his behalf
were afterwards confirmed by Henry in every respect
save one; he refused to marry the Princess Anna. He
pointed out that the lady was forty, and he himself
twenty-two years old, and pleaded to be excused on the
score of this disparity of age. After a great deal of dis-
cussion his plea was admitted, and he was crowned at
Warsaw without being obliged to comply with this
arduous condition of royalty. Henry soon dissipated,
however, any satisfaction the Poles may have experienced
in their choice. He introduced a new standard of
profligacy into Warsaw, as might have been expected
of the product of a court so abandoned as that in which
he was reared. He made no attempt to disguise his
dissatisfaction with his first Diet, in which there was a
powerful minority of dour dissidents. The deliberations
of the Senate, over which he presided, were prolonged
for seven hours a day, and were hardly inspiriting to a
young stranger from Paris. He soon took up his resid-
ence at Cracow, frankly avowing his reason: it was
so much nearer Paris than Warsaw.
A year after his election the news reached him of the
death of his brother, Charles DC. of France. He ap-
peared in the Senate dressed in royal purple, and begged
to be allowed a time of solitary mourning. Apparently
he had planned to ask for permission to visit France, but
with characteristic cowardice he shrank from taking
this constitutional step. He caused it to be announced
that he would remain in retirement for some days; then,
in plain English, he fled. In natural indignation at this
insult the Poles sent a deputation to Henry, demanding
his immediate return. He was found dancing in com-
pany that was far from staid. The necessary inter-
regnum was extended to permit of his arrival; but this
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